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FMS PTSA Parent Meeting 

Monday, October 22, 2018 

MINUTES 

 

 

1. PTSA Announcements 

 

a. Topics of Interest for Future Meetings.  The PTSA's FMS VPs asked for 

parents to share their thoughts on an ongoing basis about what topics they'd like 

to have addressed at PTSA Parent meetings.  Parents should reach out to grade-

level liaisons or directly to the VPs.  Contact information for liaisons and VPs can 

be found at ptsahastings.org. 

 

b. Hillside New Book Fair and Other Volunteer Opportunities.   

 

i. The Hillside New Book Fair is October 26-31.  More information is 

available here.  Additional volunteers are still needed!  Please sign up 

here. 

 

ii. Calendar/Membership Committee.  Volunteers are needed for the 

calendar/membership committee.  Responsibilities include gathering dates 

for the calendar, putting together the calendar and assisting with the 

PTSA's fall membership drive.  Please contact an FMS VP if you are 

interested in getting involved. 

 

c. Grants 

 
i. National Conference for Teachers of Mathematics. The PTSA helped fund 

teachers from Hillside, FMS, and HHS to attend the conference. Teachers’ 

learning will be passed on to other teachers and to students. 

 

ii. To Kill a Mockingbird.  A PTSA grant along with families paying 

$30/student will permit the 8th grade to attend the Broadway play To Kill 

a Mockingbird.  If anyone needs financial assistance, confidential 

scholarships are available through the FMS office. 

 

iii. Afro-Peruvian Percussion & Latin Jazz Assemblies at FMS and 

Hillside.   

 

d. Open Forums with Interim Superintendent of Schools Dr. Charles Wilson. The 

BOE is undertaking a comprehensive needs assessment for our District. This is aimed 
at identifying school needs and priorities as a basis for developing the new strategic 

improvement plan. The open forum is a way for Dr. Wilson to hear your valuable 

input. Please come!  More information is available here.  The forums are scheduled 

for Oct 24, 7-9 PM, HHS Auditorium; Nov 7, 7-9 PM, FMS Cafeteria; and Dec 5, 4-

6 PM, Hillside All Purpose Room. 

 

http://ptsahastings.org/
http://ptsahastings.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/bookfairflyer.jpg
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1uLW5zZ_XIxrHUgc5dRz6b77jgKIE-GdTNqmUMbe3Bog/edit#gid=0
http://files.constantcontact.com/00d112ef301/ed612b7c-1735-4635-b017-3253aec88e2a.pdf
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e. Family University, Oct 23, 7 PM HHS Auditorium.  HHS, Hastings Coalition, 

and Student Assistance of Westchester will host a “Family University” night focused 

on mental health and drug/alcohol use. All parents and 8th grade students are 

welcome to attend.  Certain material may not be appropriate for younger students. 

  

2. SEPTA Announcements 

 

a. Dr. Lauren Katzman, Urban Special Education Leadership Collaborative.  

Dr. Katzman, who conducted the District's Special Education Audit, will return to 

assess the District's compliance with and implementation of the Audit's 

recommendation.  On Oct. 30, 7:45-8:45 AM and 6:30-7:30 PM, Dr. Katzman 

will seek feedback from families.  Please attend to share your thoughts. 

 

i. By way of background, a SEPTA representative explained that Hastings 

families filed lawsuits against the District for non-compliance in the 

special education area and the settlement required an outside auditor to 

audit special education in Hastings and make recommendations on how 

the District could become compliant and improve.  The Audit was 

presented to the Board of Education and all of the Audit's 

recommendations were accepted.  The District began implementing the 

recommendations to the best of its abilities and Dr. Katzman is returning 

to gather information, to report back on how the District is doing, and to 

make additional recommendations.  The SEPTA representative noted that 

the Audit also impacts general education and generated needs assessment 

information that will inform the District's strategic plan. 

  

b. SEPTA Carnival, Oct. 26, 12-3 PM, Hillside.  Activities will include a 

teacher/administrator dunk tank, video gaming truck and more.  Proceeds support 

SEPTA scholarships, teacher grants, family programs and more. 

 

3. Administrative Announcements 

 

a. Multi-Tiered Systems of Support ("MTSS") is a framework for evaluating 

students to collect date that informs decisions about implementing targeted 

support and intervention that meets individual student's needs. 

  

i. Ms. Kippper explained that the MTSS protocol previously existed at the 

elementary level but not at FMS and the special education audit suggested 

that FMS and HHS implement and then refine a MTSS process.  As a 

result, FMS hired math and literacy coaches, Agnes Pak and Rochelle 

Mitlak, who have developed FMS's MTSS process. 

 

ii. Caryn Hecht, the FMS MTSS advisor, described the implementation of 

MTSS at FMS, explaining that over the summer a committee met and 

worked for eight days to compile a 50-page handbook for teachers 

outlining specific procedures for identifying students who need support.   
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1. The handbook includes processes for referral, progress monitoring, 

and communicating; tool-kits for teachers including strategies and 

intervention for ELA, math and executive functioning weaknesses; 

and specifically sets forth the division of responsibilities of 

teachers and other staff at various levels of intervention.  The 

handbook also sets forth record-keeping and data collection 

requirements to track students' progress appropriately. 

 

2. The math and literacy coaches have made presentations to the FMS 

faculty about the record-keeping and data collection progress so 

that any issues that emerge can be addressed appropriately. 

 

3. FMS has changed the format of team meetings to facilitate follow-

up.  The coaches will attend these meetings and then follow-up 

immediately after with referring teachers to start student profiles 

and develop intervention strategies.  Before a student is moved 

from one tier of intervention to the next, the student must go 

through two 3 to 6-week interventions and the coaches will follow-

up to determine whether the intervention is working.  If an 

intervention does not work, a student will progress to the next tier 

to a more intensive intervention. 

 

4. Ms. Kipper explain that the goal of MTSS is to intervene as 

quickly as possible to identify needs and provide support.  She 

explained that FMS previously didn't monitor intervention well 

and that MTSS is a paradigm shift. 

 

5. In response to a parent's question about the 7th grade math 

curriculum and acceleration, Ms. Kipper stated that the math coach 

along with math department will look at the articulation of math 

for grades 5 through 8 and will consider revamping the math 

program.  In the short-term, the math coach is going into classes to 

work with teachers to differentiate instruction for kids who get 

concepts quickly and do not need as much whole class instruction. 

 

b. Evening Classroom.  Ms. Kipper explained that FMS will invite parents and 

students to school for an evening to give a sense of "what's behind the curtain in 

the AOK (Areas of Knowledge) classes Courageous Conversations, Mindfulness 

and STEM/Engineering.  Unlike Back-to-School Night the evening will be 

structured like an actual class and is an opportunity for parents and students to 

learn alongside one another. 

 

c. Sixth Grade Trip to Boundless Adventure.  Ms. Kipper described the 6th 

grade's very successful field trip to Boundless Adventure, including how students 

who expected to be fearful of the ropes loved the challenges, which was 

confidence boosting for many. She also mentioned that the school is open to input 
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from parents about ideas for good field trips. 

 

d. Mindfulness.  Ms. Kipper stated that FMS continues with to focus on mindful 

practices and teachers are taking their classes to the mindful space.  She also 

suggested that parents consider reading, "How to Break Up With Your Phone" by 

Catherine Price. 

 

e. Yale Center – RULER – Evidence based approach to integrating social and 

emotional learning into schools. Mr. Keogh explained that FMS is using the 

RULER program, which stands for Recognizing, Understanding, Labeling, 

Expressing and Regulating Emotions.  Mr. Keogh stated that staff is exploring the 

use of a "mood meter" to plot where their energy/pleasantness fall and has 

discussed how mood awareness impacts how staff and students interact with 

material.  He explained that it is important for both instructors and students to 

know where their mood is, and such awareness permits them to interact with the 

material in a more productive way and to change the learning environment in a 

positive way. 

  

f. Science Fair.  Ms. Kipper explained that parents have been running a very 

successful science fair that is important to the middle school but the parent who 

has been coordinating can no longer do so.  Volunteers are needed to coordinate 

the science fair this year.  The work would involve promoting the fair, organizing 

the sign-ups, and coordinating with the Melissa Shandroff, the District's science 

chair, to organize mentors and recruit judges.  Please contact Ms. Kipper if you 

are interested.  

 

4. Technology 

 

a. Mr. Keogh reviewed the sources of information for parents and explained that the 

District has retained Jennifer Holliday to review the ways in which the District 

communicates and to make recommendations to improve communications. 

 

i. School Wires/FMS Home Page.  Many teachers post long-term 

assignments on School Wires. 

 

ii. Portal.  The portal is connected to teachers' grade books and the 

information is derived from a student database.  Contact Michelle Porter 

porter@hohschool.org if you have difficulty accessing the portal. 

 

iii. Google Classroom.  Teachers post assignments and interact with students.  

There is no parent interface so you need your child's login information to 

access Google classroom. Many teachers are seeing a positive impact on 

how children are completing assignments by using Google Classroom. 

 

5. Renaming/Redesigning Activity Period.  FMS has rebranded the "Activity Period" 

from 2:45-3:15 PM as "Academic Coaching."  Please remind students that they are 

mailto:porter@hohschool.org
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expected to be in their classrooms at this time. 

 

6. Library Time 

 

a. In response to parents' concern that 5th graders are not utilizing the library, Ms. 

Kipper met with Arianna Grassia, the librarian, who then met with the 5th grade 

coordinator to arrange for 5th grade classes to visit the library and meet with Ms. 

Grassia every two to three weeks, in addition to their media literacy lessons, to 

focus on taking out books.  Ms. Kipper also shared that the 5th grade has the 

highest circulating population in the school, borrowing an average of 1.9 books 

every 6-day cycle. 

 

b. A parent asked whether gaming is permitted on school computers.  Mr. Keogh 

responded that it is not and that most games are picked-up and excluded by the 

school's filters but that some websites are designed to bypass the filters.  When 

those websites are brought to our attention, they are added to the filter.  The 

school continues to block websites and games as needed. 

 

7. Juuling.  It has come to the attention of FMS administrators that there may be some 8th 

graders juuling and Ms. Kipper suggested that everyone should get informed and speak to 

their children about the dangers of vaping. 7th and 8th grade health classes address 

vaping and Ms. Kipper stated that comprehensive education about its dangers is needed 

for kids. 

 

8. Reformatting PTSA meetings.  Ms. Kipper floated the idea of splitting up topics at the 

next two PTSA meetings so that one focuses on 5th and 6th grades and the other on 7th 

and 8th.  Attendees responded that they prefer the current format because they like to 

hear about topics impacting other grades and because they are concerned that too much 

time will pass between meetings. 

 

9. Clubs.  Ms. Kipper will consider how to make information about clubs more accessible 

to students. 

 

The next FMS PTSA Parent Meeting is scheduled for December 3, 6:30 PM, Lloyd Library 

 

Minutes from prior PTSA meeting are available here. 

https://www.hohschools.org/Domain/828

